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SUPPORTING YOUR 
CHILD IN A SKILLED 
TRADES CAREER

Apprenticeships provide hands-on learning, allowing young people to 
earn while they learn. Many trades workers earn over $70,000 a year, 
making this a financially rewarding career choice with opportunities for 
growth including running their own business. With strong job security 
and room for advancement, trades offer meaningful and fulfilling 
career paths.

How Parents Can Support Their Child 
1.	 Explore Interests and Strengths: Talk to your child 

about their interests in areas like construction, 
manufacturing, transportation, and services. Use the 
tools like the Trades Explorer at careesrsintrades.ca 
to help them identify suitable trades.

2.	 Learn About Apprenticeship Pathways: 
Apprenticeships combine paid on-the-job training 
with in-class instruction. Programs typically last 2-5 
years and lead to certification as a journeyperson. 
Students can explore pre-apprenticeship and youth 
apprenticeship programs while still in high school. 
Connect with your child’s guidance counsellor. 

3.	 Help Find an Apprenticeship: Support your 
child in connecting with employers through 
Apprenticeshipsearch.com, job fairs, and networking 
with trades professionals. Many provinces and 
territories offer programs to help youth gain 
experience.

4.	 Guide Registration and Training: Once they secure 
an apprenticeship, your child must register with their 
regional apprenticeship authority. They will complete 
a combination of workplace training and technical 
instruction at a college or training institution.

5.	 Encourage Certification and Career Growth: After 
completing required training and exams, apprentices 
earn a Certificate of Qualification. Skilled 
tradespeople can pursue further certifications, 
supervisory roles, or even start their own 
businesses.

Opportunities for Women in Skilled Trades
There are plenty of opportunities for women in the 
skilled trades, and employers are actively recruiting 
more women into these careers. Many organizations 
and training programs provide resources and support to 
help women succeed. By pursuing a career in the skilled 
trades, women can access well-paying, stable jobs and 
contribute to the growing workforce. 

https://caf-trades.insite.com/youthassessment/start.aspx
https://www.red-seal.ca/eng/contact/c.4nt.1ct.shtml
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Resources for Parents
	► Careersintrades.ca Provides career exploration tools, trade descriptions, and 

information on financial incentives.

	► Apprenticesearch.com Helps job seekers find apprenticeship opportunities by 
connecting them with employers.

	► Canadian Apprenticeship Forum Offers research, workshops, national 
conferences, Skilled Trades Hub and professional development training for 
tradeswomen.

	► Job Talks  A government-funded website dedicated to helping Canadians 
understand the value of a career in the skilled trades, featuring video interviews 
with actual tradespeople and information about how they entered and advanced 
in their careers. 

	► Skills Ontario app This app offers an aptitude quiz to match students’ interests 
with suitable skilled trade careers. It also provides links to trade organizations, 
employment information, and scholarship opportunities. Parents can use this 
app to explore various skilled trade and technology career options with their 
children.

	► Try-A-Trade® and Technology Activities Offered by Skills/Compétences Canada, 
these activities allow participants to safely experience tasks related to various 
skilled trades under the guidance of industry experts. This hands-on exposure 
can help children discover and develop an interest in trades they might not have 
considered.

Parents play a crucial role in helping their children explore and succeed in the 
skilled trades. By providing encouragement, information, and resources, you can 
help your child pursue a rewarding and in-demand career path.

https://careersintrades.com/
http://apprenticeshipsearch.com/
https://caf-fca.org/
https://www.jobtalks.org/interviews
https://www.skillsontario.com/app
https://www.skillscompetencescanada.com/en/program/try-a-trade-and-technology-activities/

